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HINCKLEY AND BOSWORTH BOROUGH COUNCIL

SCRUTINY COMMISSION

13 AUGUST 2015 AT 6.30 PM

PRESENT: Mr MR Lay - Chairman
Mr SL Bray and Mrs R Camamile – Vice-Chairman

Mr DC Bill MBE, Mr WJ Crooks, Mr KWP Lynch, Mr BE Sutton and Mr HG Williams

Also in attendance: Councillor J Kirby and Councillor K Morrell

Officers in attendance: Steve Atkinson, Julie Kenny and Rebecca Owen

103 APOLOGIES AND SUBSTITUTIONS 

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Allen and Rooney.

104 MINUTES 

It was

RESOLVED – the minutes of the meeting held on 12 March 2015 be 
confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

105 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Urgent No interests were declared at this stage.

106 URGENT DENTAL CARE PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

Andrea Clark, Senior Engagement and Consultation Lead from Arden and Gem CSU 
and Jane Green, Assistant Contract Manager, Dental and Optometry for NHS England 
(Central Midlands), attended the meeting at the request of the Chairman to outline the 
current public consultation in relation to urgent dental care in the region. The consultation 
was due to end at midnight on 1 November 2015. During discussion which followed the 
presentation, the following points were made:

 The current lack of capacity in urgent care dentistry, contributing to the need for 
this review along with the forthcoming end of contract

 The reduction in use of the out-of-hours service, perhaps due to lack of 
awareness

 Poor public transport links to rural areas
 Co-ordinating services with neighbouring areas
 Some practices provided their own out-of-hours services, but this wasn’t a 

requirement.

Members generally felt that, whilst it wasn’t an option under the consultation, the public 
would prefer that their own dentists provided appointments at times convenient for those 
who worked ‘office hours’. The Chairman asked members to complete the consultation 
questionnaire and to encourage others to do so. It was also requested that the Health & 
Well Being Board be asked to look at the consultation and co-ordinate a response.

107 SCRUTINY COMMISSION WORK PROGRAMME 2015-16-17 



-37 -

During discussion on the work programme, the following suggestions were made:

 Refuse & recycling should be considered earlier in the work programme
 Half a dozen priorities should be highlighted
 The importance of housing repairs and considering future housing stock
 The Finance, Audit & Performance Committee could be requested to undertake 

some of the work
 Consideration was needed in relation to the reduction in rents proposed by the 

Government due to the impact on the authority.

It was agreed that the work programme items as suggested at the workshop on 13 July 
be taken back to groups for consideration and prioritisation for discussion by the Chair 
and Vice-Chairs.

108 SCRUTINY ENVIRONMENT GROUP - APPOINTMENT TO GROUP 

Members agreed to seek nominations for appointment to the Scrutiny Environment 
Group from their groups.

(The Meeting closed at 7.40 pm)

CHAIRMAN


